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The following is the text of the statement of Secretary of 
Defense Robert S. McNamara at a news conference Tuesday evening, 
August 4, 1964: • ; 

‘ The President told the nation earlier tonight that the United 
States "would take ' appropriate action in view of the unprovoked attacks 
in international waters on U. S. naval vessels by torpedo boats 
belonging to North Vietnam. 

A 

I can tell you seme of the action that has already been under- 
taken. U. S. Naval aircraft from the Carriers TICONDEROGA arid 
CONSTELLATION in the Bay of Tonkln area where our destroyers have 
undergone two deliberate attacks by. the North Vietnamese have already, 
initiated air : strikes against 'the bases from which these PT boats : 
have operated. Our naval aircraft have conducted strikes against 
certain other targets directly supporting the operation of the IT . ' 
boats. . 

Again, in view of the unprovoked and deliberate attacks in 
internati on al waters on U. S. naval vessels, the United States has : ; 
taken the precaution of moving substantial military reenforcements 
to Southeast Asia. It is also making replacement deployments to .. 

the Western Pacific froa the Continental United States. 

i ■ . . . . . . -4 

It is not wise at the moment to identify or give the detailed • 
strength of these movements, but I can assure you that ..they are . 
ap propri ate to the provocation. • 

I would like, to review, in chronological order, the two un- 
provoked attacks on our vessels as they were initiated by the North :. 
Vietnamese,' not mdy on Sunday, ; August 2,. but again today > Tuesday, 
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Chronology of Second Attack ■ 

(All times are local time at 
the destroyer*s position.) 
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llpkfter the first attack on the USS MADDOX, on Sunday, the MADDOX Joined vith its 
liSter destroyer, the USS TURNER JOY, in the Gulf of Tonkin and resumed its patrol . 
bnfinteinat ional vaters, as directed by President Johnson. The patrol vas unevent- • 

r^^durlHg most ofthe daylight hours of Tuesday, August 4. , e • _ ■ 

* 

IltiLate afternoon , August 4, the MADDOX reported radar contact vith unid entified. 
,^|&e vessels vho vere paralleling its -track and the track of the TURNER JOY. 

mmtmilt .. ^ 


WM^bOm, August 4. The JjADDOX reported that from actions being taken by the 
7a mA tos»is. an attack bvthemappeared imminent. The MADDOX vas heading 


||jidentified vessels, anatt 
^ ^Tiaast near the center of 
^Siv^mlles from nearest 


; Gulf of Tonk: 
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August 4. The M ADDOX established nev xaflSXLSfflfc^. ^^.Trtth;..^vo^unideB-. ^ 
^^^d surface vessels and" three unidentified aircraft. At this time, U. S . 

|f&er aircraft vere 'launched from the USS TICONDEROGA to rendezvous vith the .. • 
fpfthrimr and the TURNER JOY to provide protection against possible attack from the . 
Sffilpntified vessels and aircraft, in accordance vith the President s previously - 
issued directives. 


^fe'9*08-IM. August 4. The MADDOX reported that the unidentified aircraft had_. 
^a ppeared frrai t s ~radar screen and that the surface vessels vere remaining at. 


auisappcarcu iruu lUO iGUQi dvauvu : . _ _ J J _ ~ 

distance. The U.S. aircraft frco the TICONDEROGA arrived and commenced defen-. • 
Itive' patrol over the MADDOX and the TURNER JOY « 

H U; ’ . .. ■ • •••.' 

l§ ;Q*qf> pm, August 4. Additional vessels vere observed on the MpDOX radar, 
papTIfthcsc vesselsbegan to close rapidly on the destroyer patrol at ^eeds In • ;. 
fercess of 40 knots. The attacking craft ccntinued to close rapidly from the 
§Se&' and south and the MADDOX reported that their intentions vere evaluated as 

fictile. ’• 

^^^ r 9:52 IM, August 4. The destroyers reported that they vere under continuous 
^sw^o attack tod vere engaged in defensive counterfire. 

i feoVlS PH, August 4 . The destroyers reported that they had avoided toxpedoea ; 
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ANNOTATED EXTRACT FOLLOWS 
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CK^oaola^v Of Second Afcta 

CAVl times are local time. at 
feKc destroyer*.* pasit^on.”) 

After the first attack on the USS HAIM, or* Sundaf, the MApp<sx jotted with its 
Sister destroyer, the OSS TURNER Jol, on the Sul f « f Tonkin and reamed its jsttrol 
in (nternat.onal waters, as detected by president Johnson. The patrol was. unevent- 
ful during most of the dayl v ^W: hours o f Tuesday, Auijwji H, 

Ute afternoon, August H, the HAOOcJX reported radar Contact with undent .'f ,ed 
Surface v «*S«ts who inert paralleling its track arid the track of the TURNER Joy. 

Y T'^9.JV> A- The MfDpoX reported that from actions, be fn^ taken by the 

uni dent if red vessels, an attack by them appeared imminent- "the MAOEDk was Heading 
i Soj-Vheast near the center of the <ful f of Tonkin in international waters approxi- 
mately $5 miles from nearest land. CTG 72.1 nag 041240Z v«o chived 0^13 4Sz — 

C -r-j c&J^. 

, . j ^ * The HAOD®^ established (lew radar contact with two nmdeii> 

•tffied surface vessels and three unidentified aircraft. At this time, U, S. 

Aircraft were launched from the USS TlCcW0E»?O«A to rendezvous with the 
/. MAOO^X and the TURNER JOY to provide protection a^j.nst possible attack from the 
unidentified vessels and aircraft , in accordance with the fresiddnt ‘s previously- 
issued directives. * 



» . ** 

it? August /(• The NAOfltfX reported that the unidentified aircraft had 
disappeared from its radar screen and that the surface vessels; were retnaialrJC At 
3 a . ‘‘stance. The U.$. aircraft from the TlCCWOfROSA arrived and commenced defern 
Si Ve patrol over the HAOOOX and the TURNER JOY . 

CTG 77-5 insg C414G5Z received 041504Z C c4o.iT- — 

j i?'? 0 if '.' A^ust H- Additional Vessels, were observed •'»! the RAODUk radar, 
und these vessels be$an to close rapidly on the destroyer patrol a-t speeds in 
A_, ewce-ss of HO knots. The attacking craft comtlnued to clos? vapid iy from the 
* **4 Ahd sow-th and fch« HAOPCpC reported that their intentions were evaluated as 

hostile. CTG 77-5 rnsg 04143^2 received 041520Z j{ -5_ 0 Bpy 

r . T:f& $."j August H. Thr dost- r°yers Imported that they wsre *n<3er conti nuous 
^ Vorpedo attack were dotted »'n defensive counterf t re. CTG 72.1 ir2g C4l442Z 
received 041339Z f.v* e^’ CTG 72.1 *:.sg C41452Z received 04I542Z U^2- EST 

/ ft- Th< drsl rovers reported that ikef had a\/o torpedoes 

O aai had 5 kak 6Ae of ihe Attack craft.. CTG 72.1 ^sg 0-15152 received 

C'4loo2Z. 4 hi 3 3i:ne information 'v;as received by telephene at 041552Z. 
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aUacK.'*' NAVC0 t 5tA "PHIL msg O^^cfz^cl^ were 

' ' n^oo IIX'I tLT 

Um Iu5rKir t ft r ^ fUd tlu ** «*» *»n»loe» had feee* -fi r ed at 

froi/theXlfOli^oSl no .^‘ ts J no r <**u*tL Tes and that the d<*fensi*e aircraft 
craft. CTG 77-5 m .sg "o 4 1 <d OOZ *rlc% i v I d* 0 4 17?6z ^ Uck s ' ^ the ertr^ surface 
^ . ftibsor ■ -• 

bcen'iunk'Si 2Y P^t reported that at Eea<;t two enemtf craft Ud 

been SU nK and that Wce-lme,* centring to hamper the aircraft ej*Ufe7en*. 

2** ^P I0 * rVortad that Auri*; the in 

"»"*•* ^ **» •««*** «"* *»* 

of Toll? directed to re 5 wne fchevc patrol in the *ul.f 
Of Tonkm a± dayt^ht on the ^th of August. " r 
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